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Attarncy General John Asheroft
J& Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenae, NW

Washingron, DC 205300001

13eae Me. Asheroft:

‘The Justice Deparuncnt's anti-trust Jawsuit against Microsofl has gone on for much 100 long, and 1
would ike to express my support for the settdement that the two sides reached in November of last
year. 1e1s a [air compremise that will heacfit all pariics involved, and I would like to see 1t finalized
in the near futuce.

The government should not mterfere with Microsolt siraply because it is a successful company. Yct
Microsaft has agreed to allow other independent companies new rights that will allow them to
promote thew own products (rather than Microsoft's) within the Windows operating system.
Micrasofe will not reiahiate against compurer makers that choose to do this, and the result will be
strenger competitinn in the industey. Once competition increases, consumers will have more to
chonue from, and the technology industey will receive a real boost.

T hetieve the Justice Department made the right decision in saitling this lawsuit. Microsoft can no
oo bick (o developing the types of ideas that have made it the successful company it is today, and
the government can begin to focus its time and money on more imporrant fssucs.

Stncerely,
Gk
Firpest AMbert

ce: Representative David 1. Bonior
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